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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended): arA.magnetic tape drive including a head unit, 

the head unit has -comprising: 

a plurality of recording heads which record data on a magnetic tape, and 

a servo head which performs a readout of a servo signal recorded on the magnetic tape in 

order to perform a tracking control of the head unit, wherein 

the r ecording heads are lined up along fee-width directions with respect to the magnetic 

tape, wherein 

fee-a.distance between corresponding points of adjacent recording heads is the same as 
fe©-a_distance between corresponding points of adjacent data tracks to be formed on the magnetic 
tape by the respective recording heads, wherein 

azimuth angles of adjacent recording heads differ with each other, an d wherein 
a plurality of data tracks are simultaneously formed on the magnetic tape by respective 
recording heads, when performing the recording of data on the magnetic tape. 
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2. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 1, wherein 
the head unit has -further comprises a plurality of reproducing heads which performs 

perform t he readout of data written by the r ecording heads from the magnetic tape, wherein 

the r eproducing heads are provided in a one-to-one relationship with the c orresponding 

recording heads, and wherein 

the azimuth angle of each reproducing beads -head i s the same as that of the 

corresponding recording head. 

3. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 2, wherein 
the-a.width of fee -each r eproducing head is longer than fee-a.width of the corresponding 

recording head. 

4. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 2, wherein 
the head unit further comprises spare r eproducing heads disposed on each side of each 

h e ad has spar e r eproducing h e ads head at both sid e s in the width dir e ctions direction w ith respect 
to the magnetic tape, wherein 

th e l e ngt h lengths and azimuth aagle -angles o f the spare reproducing bead rheads are the 
same as that of the corresponding r eproducing head. 
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5. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 3, wherein 
the head unit further comprises spare r eproducing heads disposed on each side of each 



to the magnetic tape, wherein 

th e l e ngt h lengths and azimuth aa^ile -angles of the spare reproducing bead -heads are the 
same as that of the corresponding r eproducing head. 

6. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 4, wherein 
only fee-data obtained by fee-a_reproducing head or a spare reproducing head t hat covers 

the entire data track in the width dir e ctions direction is used, when two or more reproducing 
heads are simultaneously located on the data track. 

7. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 5, wherein 
only fee<lata obtained by fee-a.reproducing head or a spare reproducing head t hat covers 

the entire data track in the width dir e ctions direction is used, when two or more reproducing 
heads are simultaneously located on the data track. 

8. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 1, wherein 
the azimuth angles of the adjacent recording heads are established at predetermined 

different aagk -angles w hose absolute value i sv alues are the same value. 




-reproducing head h e ads at both sid e s in the width dir e ctions direction w ith respect 
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9. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 2, wherein 
the azimuth angles of the adjacent recording heads are established at predeteraiined 

different a»gle-angles_whose absolute valuej svalues are the same value. 

10. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 3, wherein 
the azimuth angles of the adjacent recording heads are established at predetermined 

different angles whose absolute vatee -values are the same value. 

1 1 . (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 4, wherein 
the azimuth angles of the adjacent recording heads are established at predetermined 

different aft^le -angles w hose absolute valu e i sv alues are the same value. 

12. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 5, wherein 

the azimuth angles of adjacent recording heads are established at predetermined different 
aft^ste -angles w hose absolute valu e i s values are the same value. 

13. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 6, wherein 

the azimuth angles of adjacent recording heads are estabUshed at predetermined different 
aftgle -angles w hose absolute vcdu e is v alues are the same value. 
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14. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 7, wherein 

the azimuth angles of adjacent recording heads are established at predetermined different 
aftgle -angles w hose absolute valu e i sv alues are the same value. 

15. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 1, wherein 
the azimuth angles of the recording heads ^A&&fe -diffcT w ith each other. 

16. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 2, wherein 
the azimuth angles of the r ecording heads difS^s -diflfer w ith each other. 

17. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 3, wherein 
the azimuth angles of the recording heads difii^fr -differ w ith each other. 

1 8. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 4, wherein 
the azimuth angles of the recording heads diifefs -differ w ith each other. 

19. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 5, wherein 
the azimuth angles of the r ecording heads ^fii^s -difiFer w ith each other. 

20. (currently amended): A magnetic tape drive according to claim 6, wherein 
the azimuth angles of the r ecording heads dtifefs -differ w ith each other. 
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21 . (new): The magnetic tape drive according to claim 1, wherein a first recording 
head and a second recording head are disposed in a longitudinal direction with respect to the 
magnetic tape in the head unit, and 

wherein a reproducing head is disposed between the first recording head and the second 
recording head. 

22. (new): The magnetic tape drive according to claim 2, wherein the reproducing 
heads are 1.5 to 2.0 times longer than the recording heads. 

23. (new): The magnetic tape drive according to claim 1, wherein a distance between 
adjacent data tracks is approximately zero. 
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